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All applications respecting subscription to the “ Board 
of Trade Journal,’ or the purchase of single copies, 
should be addressed in London, to Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, E.C., 
and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; in Edinburgh to Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 
116, Grafton Street. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. 6 of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and 
the Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of 
the Reports issued by the Colonial Office on pp. 237-9. 


A note of specially interesting subjects dealt with in 
the Trade Reports published by the Foreign Office since 
the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” and 
a note of a Colonial Office report which has appeared in 
the same interval, will be found on pp. 234-6. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 
Tenders for tenders from such persons as may be willing to 
Railway Material. supply brake vans, and wheels and axles for 
y carriages and waggons for the Indian State 
Railways. 

The Secretary of State for India in Council is also prepared to 
receive tenders from such persons as may be willing to supply 
steel tyres for carriage and waggon wheels for carriages and 
waggons for the Indian State Railways. 

The conditions of contract may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 


A 
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Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m., or may be obtained on application to the Director- 
General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W. Tenders are to 
be delivered at that office by two o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the 
6th prox., atter which time no tender will be received. 


CANADA. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 

‘ries relati Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 
Curator of which Section further particulars 
to ® may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries.— A Yorkshire firm desire the names of Canadian 
makers of fancy wheat preparations and similar foods. 

Canadian Enquiries——The manufacturers of a popular Canadian 
bicycle wish to be placed in communication with United Kingdom 
importers who are prepared to introduce their machines to this 
market. 

A Canadian firm about to commence the manufacture of maple 
rollers and other wooden goods ask to be placed in communication 
with importers of same. 

Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Curator of the Canadian Section 
of the Imperial Institute, S.W. 


AUSTRALIA. 


The “‘ Government Gazette” of New South Wales of the 13th ult. 
ine publishes a notice calling for tenders for the 
construction of a steel bascule bridge over the 
Const in Murrumbidge River at Darlington Point. 
. "heats Wal Tenders will be received up to the 20th 
ow October next. Plans, specifications, conditions 
and form of tender may be obtained from the Office of the 
Commissioner and Principal Engineer of roads and bridges, Sydney, 


New South Wales. 

The “ Gazette” containing the above may be seen on application 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 


and 5 p.m. 


An announcement appears in the “Commonwealth of Australia 
Gazette ” of 20th ult. to the effect that tenders 

Tenders Ser will be received at the office of the Deputy 
Telegraph a Postmaster-General, Brisbane, up till noon on 
in Queenslan Monday, the 1st September next, for the supply 
of material and stores, including insulated wire, sheet zinc, bolts 
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and nuts, glassware for batteries, sal-ammoniac, coach screws, 
pliers, vices, falls, instrument ink, date stamps, bag knives, and 
other articles. 

The general conditions and samples may be seen and forms of 
tender, together with any necessary particulars, obtained at the 
Stores Branch, Post and Telegraph Department, Sydney, Melbourne, 
Brisbane, Adelaide, Perth, and Hobart, 

Tenders must be on the proper forms. 

Neither the lowest nor any tender will necessarily be accepted. 


RUSSIA. 

‘ to the “ Russkia Viedomosti ” and other papers 
of 23rd ult./6th inst., the Governor 
“oe Province of Olonetz has received a telegram 
Saiieneen =f from the Minister of the Interior informing 
him that His Imperial Majesty has commanded 
that the railway line to connect St. Petersburg with Petrozavodsk 

is to be commenced in 1903 at the expense of the State. 


GERMANY. 
A memorandum, dated 10th inst., has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Commercial Attaché at Berlin, 


Pay pK yen J enclosing a copy of a Law dated 20th May last, 
of the - rein which provides for the extension of the Prussian 
State Railways. State Railways at a total cost of 6,160,366I. 


An additional sum of 254,050l. is sanctioned 
for furthering the construction of light railways in the interests of 
agriculture. Of the former sum, 995,850/. is devoted to a new 
main line from Oppeln to Brockau, 4,589,7501. to the building of 
various branch lines, 155,0161. to the acquisition of railway property 
under certain agreements (mentioned in Article 1 of the Law), 


415,5001. to the extension of existing branch lines, and the balance 


to cover the extra cost, exceeding the original estimates, of certain 
lines, six in number. 

The text of the Law (in German) may be seen on application at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. ' 


H.M, Consul-General at Frankfort, referring to the law of 


. Germany that all materials, &c., which are 
Tae, required for the building, repairing and equip- 
‘ote rial. ping of sea craft be imported free of duty, 
gives the following list of the chief articles 
thus advantageously imported, the value of which, during the last 
three years, amounted to an average of 705,0001. :— - " 
A 
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GERMAN Y—continued. 
Value in Thousand Marks (50/.). 
Articles. | 

| 1898 1899. 1900 
Cotton fishing nets... see) 417 810 757 
Angleiron ... 973 1,032 1,155 
Malleable iron in bars... ... 859 | 849 | 591 
Platesandsheets.raw ... 4,228 | 4,082. | 4,156 
Anchors, rough chains __... 365 441 | 618 
Rough iron goods, not polished ... se 626 622 | 1,058 
Timber and wood ... 586 729 
Machines, mainly of cast-iron ... 508 526 993 


By far the largest of these quantities were furnished by the 
United Kingdom. 

Under the proposed new Customs Tariff this iramunity from 
duty of shipbuilding material is not only to be continued, but is to 
be extended to river craft, in spite of the outcries of very influential 
ironmasters, who call it an injustice that the German iron is forced 
to compete with iron imported free from abroad. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,851.) 


SPAIN. 


H.M. Consul-General at Barcelona, in a recent report to the 

: Foreign Office, states that it would appear that 

a manufactory of all kinds of 

and Pencils screws for woodwork might be put up in that 

‘ city with every prospect of success. There is 

naturally an immense demand for such articles in Spain, and 

at present no such industry exists there; in fact up to within 

a@ year ago no such screws were made in Spain. A small 

factory has been established in Bilbao, but, the Consul-General is 

informed, does not do much business. The duty on screws being 

some 6], per ton, and freight and exchange further enhancing 

the price, a thoroughly well-equipped factory at Barcelona ought, 
according to the Consul-General, to make money. 

A pen and pencil manufactory is also needed at Barcelona, the 
only existing one, through want of proper machinery, turning out 
such a very inferior article that 90 per cent. of such goods are 
imported principally from Germany in spite of the very heavy 
customs dues. 


— 
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SPAIN—coxtinued. 


In the same report the Consul-General draws attention to the 
fact that cycles, motor-cars, and sewin 
machines imported into Barcelona come 
co tiene entirely from Germany, France, and the United 
; States of America, no British firm having made 
serious efforts to’ get a footing there. (Fureign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,856). 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid ” of 21st inst. contains an order authorising 

iation in fi f Don Juan N : 

an appropriation in favour of Don Juan Novau 

ween y Freixa of 10,000 litres of water per second 

from the River Segre in the district of Alentorn, 

Province of Lérida, for the supply of motive power to a textile 
factory. 


With reference to nar notice from the three: de — ” of 
3rd May last which appeared on p. 247 of the 
cae? Board of Trade Journal” of 8th idem, it is to 
Municipal be noted that the ‘‘ Gaceta” of 22nd inst. con- 
Buildings in tains an announcement again calling for tenders, 
Santander which will be opened at noon on 25th prox., 
y simultaneously in the Directorate-General of the 
‘‘ Administration Municipal” in Madrid and in the “Casa Con- 
sistorial” of Santander, in both of which offices the plans, speci- 
fications and other conditions may be seen, for the works of the 
construction of the municipal offices of Santander, at the upset 
price of 636,269°78 pesetas, or about 18,4971. A _ provisional 
deposit of 31,813:48 pesetas, or about 925/., is required to qualify 
any tender. 


The Gaceta de Madrid” of the 23rd a 
calling for tenders, which will be opened at 
for noon 28th prox., in the “ Direccion General 
per. de Contribuciones,” Madrid, and simultaneously 
in the Government Offices in a number of towns in Spain, for the 
supply of white paper for the printing of “ cedulas personales ” for 
the years 1903, 1904, 1905. The usual quantity required is about 
2,500 reams per annum, with a maximum of 25 per cent. addi- 
tional, and the upset price 12 pesetas, or about 6s. 9d. per 
ream. A provisional deposit of 1,000 pesetas, or about 29/., is 
required to qualify any tender. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid ” of the 25th inst. contains notices calling 
Constaction of for tenders which will be opened at noon on 
ratearn 30th prox. in the Ministry of Agriculture, 

vs Industry, Commerce and Public Works, Madrid, 


for the new construction of the following ports :— 
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SPAIN—continued. 

Cangas, in the Province of Pontevedra, at the upset price of 
372,614°84 pesetas, or about 10,8311. 16s., and of 

Luanco, in the Province of Oviedo, at the upset price of 
640,548-05 pesetas, or about 18,620/. 12s. 

The estimates, conditions and plans may be seen at the Ministry 
named, as well as at the Offices of the Civil Government of the 
respective Provinces. A provisional deposit of 3,800 pesetas, or 
about 1101. 10s., in the case of Cangas, and 6,500 pesetas, or about 
1881. 19s., in that of Luanco, is required to qualify any tender. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of the 27th inst. contains a notice calling 
‘ for tenders, which will be opened at noon on 
— the 27th September next in the Ministry of 
Semen Agriculture, Industry, Commerce and Public 
y- Works, Madrid, for the concession for 60 years 
for an electric tramway between Vigo and Bayona, in the Province 
of Pontevedra. The competition will turn first upon the reduction 
from the Tariff rates of freight and passage stated in the ‘“‘ Gaceta,” 
and then, in the case of two equal propositions, on the reduction 
from the number of years for which the concession is to last. It is 
noted that a petition, accompanied by the corresponding plan and 
uarantee, has already been deposited for the concession, the author 
of which will have preferential rights on the same terms. A pro- 
visional deposit of 16,993°68 pesetas, or about 4941. (1 per cent. of 
the estimate for the works) is required to qualify any tender. 


The “Gacetas” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


ROUMANIA. 
According to the “ Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) of the 19th inst., 
Tenders for the municipal authorities of Calarasi-Stirly will 


sath nee a receive tenders up to the 3rd September next 

for the for the establishment and 

working of a system of electric lighting for 

that town. A provisional deposit of 12,000 francs (480/.) is 
required to qualify any tender. 


MEXICO. 
The “ Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) of the 19th inst. publishes 
: an extract from a report by the Belgian 
Legation at Mexico City, stating that, in 
of the fact that cement has been manufactured 
in Mexico for many years, large quantities are still imported from 
Belgium, Great Britain, and latterly the United States, who 


July 31, 1902.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 199 


Openings for British Trade. 


are making great efforts to introduce their brands. Several 
Belgian brands are imported into Mexico, where there is a great 
consumption of cement, and in view of the big works in course of 
construction and those about to be erected, there is reason to 
believe that the importation of cement will increase considerably. 

The duty on cement imported into Mexico is half a piastre per 
100 kilogs. (1s. 03d. per cwt.). 


CHILE. 
The “ Diario Oficial” of Chile of the Ist June last contains a 
transcript of the President’s address upon the 
Telegraph Cable. opening of the National Congress. In this 
address it is stated that the Government will 
soon submit a plan studied by competent persons for the estab-. 
lishment of a telegraph cable to unite the port of Punta Arenas in 
the Straits of Magellan with the centre of the Republic, and that 
in the present year, when the studies relative 
* Port Works. to the port of Valparaiso, placed in charge of a 
distinguished engineer last year, shall have been 
completed, the Government will be in a position to present a plan 
of the important works which have to be executed at that port. 


BRAZIL. 

With reference to the notice on p. 538 of the “ Board of Trade 
en Journal” of 19th ult., and to previous notices, 
Harbour Works respecting a call for tenders for port improve-. 
ment works at Recife (Pernambuco), the Board 
of Trade have now received, through the Foreign 
Office, copy of a telegram from H.M. Legation at Rio de Janeiro, 
stating that the time up to which tenders will be received has been 
extended for a further period of three months, expiring on 30th 

October next. 


at Pernambuco. 


ARGENTINA. 
The “ Boletin Oficial” of Argentina, of 18th ult., contains an 
* order authorising the National Meteorological 
Printing Press. Office of Cordoba to purchase abroad machines . 
‘and accessories forming a complete printing 
press installation, and authorising the said office to spend 17,000 
dols. national money, or about 1,472/. for this purpose. 


A notice appears in the “ Boletin Oficial” of Argentina, of 21st 
ult., calling for tenders to be presented up to 
Railway for Sale. 2 p.m. on the Ist September next, in the 
Ministry of Public Works, Buenos Aires, for 
the purchase of the ‘‘ Ferrocarril Andino,” running from Villa 
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Maria to Villa Mercedes, with a branch to the rail head 
beyond La Toma, at the upset price of 6,500,000 dols. gold, say 
1,300,0002. If the buyer should be a railway company whose 
lines do not connect with those of the ‘ Andino” line, such 
company will have the right to construct the line, whatever may be 
its length, which may be necessary to unite the Andino line with 
its own. A provisional deposit of 1 per cent. of the amount of 
the offer is required to qualify any tender. The conditions of the 
sale are given in the “ Boletin.” 


The “ Boletin Oficial” of Agentina of 23rd ult. contains a Pre- 

Re lege sidential Order authorising the purchase in 
Tel h Wi England of 50 tons telegraphic wire, according 

elegraph Wit. to the model indicated in the sheet of conditions 
which will be sent to the Legation of the Republic in London. 

The ‘“ Boletins” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
ot Trade, 49 and 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m, and 5 p.m. 


FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 
PERU. 


Referring to the notice on p. 439 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” 
of the 5th ult. and to previous notices, respect- 


Be weap ing the International Exhibition of the Indus- 
Industrial trial Appliances of Alcohol to be held at Lima, 
Aiaiinsen of the Board of Trade have received from the 
are Peruvian Consul at Southampton a copy of a 


pamphlet calling attention to the great possi- 
bilities for the use of alcohol as a motive power in Peru. 

The pamphlet also states that every possible facility will be 
given to European manufacturers for the most favourable exhibition 
and sale of their goods. No charge whatever will be made for 
space within the limits of the exhibition building for lighting, 
water-supply, or the use of the alcohol required for the service of 
their motors and other apparatus, save in certain exceptional 
cases. 

All articles intended exclusively for the exhibition will pass 
through the Callao Custom-house duty-free, the respective owners 
being under the obligation, however, to pay the duty on the said 
articles if not re-exported previous to the 1st August, 1903. 

The pamphlet, which contains other information of interest, 
including a plan of the exhibition, may be seen on application at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m, 
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The following is a list of Commercial Attachés and Commercial 
Agents abroad, appointed by H.M. Government :—- 


ComMMERCIAL ATTACHES— 


Henry Austin Lee, C.B. British Embassy, Paris (a). 

William Shaw Harriss-Gastrell s Berlin (6). 

Herbert William Broadley Harrison _,, Madrid (c). 

Ernest Weakley Constantinople (¢). 
Andrew Percy Bennett Vienna (e). 


James William Jamieson c/o British Consulate-General, Shanghai (/). 


CoMMERCIAL AGENTS-— 
Henry Arthur Cooke ... 7, Malaia Dmitrovka, Moscow. 


John C. Milligan ... Care of British Consulate-General, Zurich. 
E. Seymour Bell ... 196, La Salle Street, Chicago. 
F. W. Melville ... Care of British Legation, Guatemala. 


It is suggested that, in all cases, commercial enquiries should go 
through the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, 8.W., as the information 
required may sometimes be already available at that Branch. 


(a) For France and Belgium. (+) For Germany, Denmark, Holland, Sweden and 
Norway. (c) For Spain and Portugal. (d) For European and Asiatic Turkey 
and Bulgaria. (¢) For Austria-Hungary, Italy and Greece. (/) For China. 


OFFICERS DESIGNATED IN THE COLONIES TO 
ANSWER COMMERCIAL ENQUIRIES. 


Referring to the notices in the ‘Board of Trade Journal” on 
p. 465 of the issue for August 29th last, and on p. 55 of the issue 
for October 10th last, the following is a complete list of officers 
designated up to the present in the Colonies to undertake the 
duties of receiving and answering commercial enquiries which may 
be addressed to them, either by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, or by merchants and British traders 
who may seek advice :-—.- 


Agents in the Colonies. 


Bahamas ... ... The Colonial Secretary, Nassau. 
Barbados... _.... The Colonial Secretary, Bridgetown. 
Bermuda ... .... The Colonial Secretary, Bermuda. 
British Guiana ... The Controller of Customs, Georgetown. 


British Honduras., The Colonial Secretary, Belize. 
British North Borneo ‘The Superintendent of Customs, Sandakan. 
Falkland Islands... The Colonial Secretary, Stanley. 


Fiji Soe ... The Assistant Colonial Secretary, Suva. 
Gambia ... .... The Collector of Customs, Bathurst. 
Gibraltar ... ... The Colonial Secretary, Gibraltar. 

Gold Coast .... The Colonial Secretary, Accra. 
Grenada ... ... The Collector of Customs, Grenada. 


Hong-Kong .... The Harbour Master, Hong-Kong. 
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Jamaica ... ... Lhe Colonial Secretary, Kingston. 
Lagos... .... The Colonial Secretary, Lagos. 
Leeward Islands ... The Treasurer, Antigua. 

Mauritius... ... The Coliector of Customs, Port Louis. 


Natal a ..- The Collector of Customs, Durban. 

New Zealand ... The Secretary for lidustries and Commerce, 
Wellington, 

St. Lucia... ... The Administrator, St. Lucia. 

St. Vincent ..« The Supervisor of Customs, St. Vincent. 

Seychelles ... The Administrator, Seychelles. 

Sierra Leone _.... The Colonial Secretary, Freetown. 

Southern Nigeria... The Secretary to the Government. 

Straits Settlements The Registrar of Imports and Exports, 


Singapore. 

Trinidad ... ... The Collector of Customs, Trinidad. 

Victoria ... ... The Secretary to the Premier of Victoria, 
Melbourne. 


It is suggested that, in all cases, commercial enquiries should go 
through the Commercial Intelligence Branch ot the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, 8.W., as the information 
required may sometimes be already available at that Branch. 


BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Taganrog.—H.M. Consul at Taganrog, in a recent report to the 
Foreign Office, states that, as the study of the home markets 
and the requirements of the smaller but constant purchasers 
have not been attended to by Russian manufacturers up to the 
present, the purchaser has been obliged to apply abroad. He is 
met half-way, or even nearer, by the German manufacturer, who 
does not content himself by sending to his Consuls price-lists in 
his native tongue, but despatches traveliers speaking the language 
of the country with samples and offering easy terms, and by these 
means obtains a market in which it is difficult to compete with him. 

A graphic corroboration of the above may be gathered from the 
following facts:—A letter from Ekaterinoslav appeared recently 
in one of the principal commercial papers complaining of the 
difficulties of obtaining Russian-made roof-iron. This article is 
manufactured only by two or three factories in the South, and 
consequently not sufficient to meet the demand. Further, the 
Bers were so high that the foreign article successfully competed 
with it. 

The prices quoted in the letter were as follows :—Russian roof- 
iron, free at the railway-station at Ekaterinoslav, 5s. 44d. to ds. 6d. 
per 36 Ibs.; foreign (Silesian), 5s. 3d. to 5s. 44d.; thus showing 
that the foreign manufacturer could undersell the home product 
by over 6s. per ton. 
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Kertch—In his recent report to the Foreign Office (Annual 
= 2,842), the Acting British Vice-Consul at Kertch writes as 

ollows :— 

“ There are undoubtediy opportunities for pushing British trade 
at Kertch, as in the whole of this country, but the way of going 
about the business adopted by British merchants and manufacturers 
is not the one to ensure them a ready market. The most fre- 
quently practised way is to send price lists or catalogues to the 
British Consulates, where they are placed in a conspicuous 
position, but are never seen by the possible buyer. Then there is 
a way of asking for names of dealers. These are supplied, and 
catalogues are sent to the merchants. The merchants are Russian, 
and the catalogues are printed in English, or on rare occasions, in 
French or German.” 

“The average merchant at Kertch speaks nothing but his native 
language, so that the uselessness of this mode of promoting British 
trade is evident. An attempt to improve on this latter way has 
been made by an enterprising firm, which published a catalogue of 
advertisements in about 10 languages, and distributed copies 
to the Consulates. Having received a copy of this publication, 
I deem it my duty to warn all persons desiring to print price 
lists or catalogues in the Russian language that the person who 
supplied the Russian text of that publication was an impostor, 
with not the slightest knowledge of the language, and I advise 
them to be well on their guard against unreliable translators. ° If 
British manufacturers wish to do business in these parts they must 
do as their competitors do.” 

‘The Russian buyer does not care to risk his money on a new 
and unknown article of trade ; besides, he is too often imposed upon 
by an enterprising neighbour with catalogues which differ widely 
from the actual quality of articles therein described. What he 
wants is to see the samples, know the price, cost of duty and 
carriage, also the conditions of payment.” 

“It is a positive fact that preference is always given to British- 
made goods, and were they only made more accessible to the 
general public, they would obtain a firm position in this market.” 


Mozambique—The Acting British Consul at Mozambique in his 
recent report to the Foreign Office, states that leaving aside the 
two most important, European (not British) houses carrying on 
business operations there, the bulk of the trade is in the hands of the 
British Indian merchants. Of these there are a large number, and 
apparently this number is ever on the increase. Some of them 
are men of considerable wealth and influence, and possess branch 
establishments at almost all the ports, large and small, on the 
coast. They sell almost every article of daily consumption, and 
export a large percentage of tie local produce. They also import 
large quantities of cotton and other ‘soft goods” from India. 
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Apparently the greater portion of the latter commodity reaches 
Mozambique from this source, but much of it is obtained by the 
Indians from the French and German trading houses in the town, 
and is of European continental manufacture, little, if any, coming 
from the United Kingdom. 

The Consul gives a list of the most important firms, and says 
there are no British firms other than British Indian firms. He 
writes: “I am of opinion that the paucity of trade at present 
prevailing will, one day, give place to increased activity, and it 
is to that time and to the advantages which he will then 
. reap through his knowledge of the market to which the British 
merchant should look, following the example of his continental 
rival ”—i.e., by being on the spot. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,846.) 


Marseilles—In a recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. 
Consul-General at Marseilles writes as follows :—- 

“T promise a hearty welcome in my Consular Office to any 
representative of British firms coming here to push the interests 
of their house and to inquire on the spot as to local con- 
ditions and openings for trade. I am also prepared at all times to 
seek for information and report on any subject with a view to 
maintaining and extending British trade on the Mediterranean 
coast of France, within the limits of my Consular district.” 

“To enable commercial information to be obtained and supplied 
with the least possible delay, requests for information should as 
far as possible be put in the form of a set of specific questions. 
This will facilitate inquiry and avoid loss of time in investigations 
on points of no interest to the inquirer. I take this opportunity 
of reminding my readers of the recommendation made by the 
Foreign Office to correspondents to address their letters of inquiry 
to Consular officers by their official title only: In my case, to 
‘The British Consul-General, Marseilles.’ ” 

“The district with which this Consulate-General is called upon 
to.deal has recently been considerably enlarged, and now comprises 
(with the exception of the Alpes-Maritimes) all the Mediterranean 
coast departments, namely: Pyrénées-Orientales, Aude, Hérault, 
Gard, Bouches-du-Rhéne, and Var, and the nine inland departments 
of Tarn, Aveyron, Lozére, Haute-Loire, Ardéche, Dréme, Vaucluse, 
Hautes-Alpes, and Basses-Alpes. The ports and places best known 
to British traders and travellers being: Saint-Raphael, Hyéres, 
Toulon, Saint-Louis-du-Rhéne, Cette, and Port-Vendres, Arles, 
Avignon, Nimes, and Montpellier.” 

“ A salaried Consul has been appointed to Lyons, an important 
commercial centre. The district consists of the following depart- 
ments: Ain, Allier, Cantal, Creuse, Haute-Savoie, Isére, Jura, Loire, 
Puy-de-Déme, Rhéne, Saone-et-Loire, and Savoie.” (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,855.) 
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Barcelona.—-H.M. Consul-General at Barcelona, in a recent report 
to the Foreign Office (Foreign Office Annual Series, 2,856) says :— 

“Two cases have come to my notice lately where British 
firms have failed to secure orders here owing to their method 
of conducting business. In one instance an English gentle- 
man, known to me, lately visited London, accompanying a 
Spanish merchant who desired to purchase machinery; they 
together visited the show rooms and workshops of one of the 
largest manufacturers of the class of machinery required, but, of 
course, found no one there who spoke Spanish. They were shown 
machines which it was explained would do the work required, but 
on requesting that a practical demonstration should be given they 
were informed that it was not worth the trouble to set up the 
machine and put it in motion unless it were certain that an order 
for the machines would be given, and further that the firm’s word 
that the machine would do the work required was sufficient 
guarantee. A week later this Spanish gentleman visited Germany, 
had all explanations given in Spanish, measurements on the metrical 
system, prices quoted in pesetas, and was shown the machines at 
work as he wished, the result being an order for three machines.” 

“The other instance was that of a partner in one of our largest 
machinery houses who came here (he did not speak a word of 
Spanish) and was introduced to a house requiring his class of 
goods; producing his illustrated list he forthwith proceeded to 
give the details required, such as measurements, price, &c., in 
English measure and currency, which were not clearly understood, 
as the metrical system is followed here; after some negotiation 
the orders were eventually given to a German firm whose agent 
here had a warehouse in which would-be buyers can see specimens 
of the machines to be supplied, and who is able to give all specifi- 
cations in Spanish measurements and to quote a price in pesetas 
delivered into the buyer’s factory, thus saving him all trouble in 
Custom-house matters, landing, &c., and to know at once what the 
exact total cost will be.” 

“ British machinery, machine tools, steam saws, &c., are fully 
appreciated here when known, and there is a good business to be 
done, but in order to compete successfully with German and 
American competition, it is necessary that the British makers 
should follow the same principles as their competitors, namely, 
have a representative of the firm or an agent here who shall have a 
warehouse fitted with at any rate one of each of the various 
machines, &c., made by the firm, as the would-be purchaser will 
in nine cases out of ten give his order where he can actually see 
the class of article that he will receive; also the agent should be 
in a position to quote a price in pesetas, delivered into the ware- 
house or factory of the buyer, and in all technical detail and 
matters of business be able to go into them in the Spanish 
language and in Spanish measurements, &c.” 
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THE MINERAL RESOURCES OF THE KIANGSI 
PROVINCE (CHINA). 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Minister at Pekin, forwarding copy of a despatch by the Acting 
British-Consul at Kiukiang respecting the mineral resources of the 
Kiangsi Province, and the steps that are being taken towards their 
development. 

From information gathered it is understood that the coal 
deposits have their chief development in a region lying northward 
from Yuanchou towards Wantsai Hsien, and that both anthracite 
and soft or steam coal of good quality exist there in exceptional 
abundance, though the pits at present open are not very well 
placed. Coal is also plentiful all along the valley of the Yuan 
River, particularly round Féni Hsien, and is also found in some 
localities on the Kan between Changshu, the river port of 
Linchiang and Nanch’ang. 

Boats loaded with coal were observed descending the branch of the 
Yuan that comes from Fénchien, called Hsin Shui, to the south- 
west of Yiianchou, but this is probably brought from the P’ing- 
hsiang pits, which, though politically in Kiangsi, are on the Hunan 
side of the watershed. 

In addition to coal, which seems to be even more widely diffused 
in this region than in the Yiikan and Lop’ing districts of eastern 
Kiangsi, it is reported that gold, copper, and other metals 
are met with in the same part of the country. Various very rich 
specimens of several ores had been produced in Nanch’ang, 
but it is not certain whether these were representative or 
specially selected samples. It is said that whereas the popular 
prejudice against foreigners would seriously militate against the 
successful exploitation of mines in Yiikan, Lup’ing, &c. (the Upper 
Yang-tsze Syndicate has an interest, however, in some coal mines 
‘at or near Yiikan), there is no such feeling to overcome in or round 
Yiianchou. 

From another source it was learnt that not only is the coal of the 
P’ing-hsiang pits being mined, but that work is actively progressing 
upon a railway, the permanent way of which appears to have been 
already completed from Liling in Hunan to P’ing-hsiang Hsien in 
Kiangsi. The line is actually in operation from a place called 
Hsiang-tung to P’ing-hsiang, a distance not much over 10 miles. 

It is stated that the train takes an hour to accomplish the journey, 
but to have a railway at all in actual operation on the Kiangsi- 
Hunan border is in itself a sufficiently striking innovation. There 
are a foreign manager and two assistants at P’ing-hsiang, all 
Germans, and at least one foreign engineer, a Norwegian. The 
Consul’s informant adds: “It was quite a surprise, and very 
strange, suddenly to see a quite foreign factory town in between 
the mountains ; houses in foreign style, machine shops, buildings 
for burning coke, and many other foreign improvements.” 
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The Consul in his despatch goes on to say :—‘ It is intended to 
carry the railway on the Hunan side to the River Hsiang a few 
miles above Hsiang-t’an, but I do not hear of it being extended 
eastward on the Kiangsi side of the watershed. Such coal as is 
conveyed from P’ing-hsiang in this direction has to be carried 
about 15 miles by mountain roads to meet the Yiian River, which 
itself is not easily navigable above Féni Hsien. 

“The scheme for dredging the Kau River is, it would appear, 
partly in the interests of the coal mines of Yiianchou. ‘Two 
dredgers have been obtained suitable for excavating both mud and 
sand, and it is intended to deepen not only the Kau, but some 
parts of the Yiian also. 

“ During my recent visit to the Poyang Lake at Nank’ang I saw 
a launch with two junks in tow, which I was told belonged to the 
Yiianchou Meik’uang Chii, or coal-mining department. 

“Evidently the mineral riches of Kiangsi, long known to be 
extensive, are at length receiving serious attention from the 
Provincial Government and local authorities.” 
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POTATOES FOR SOUTH AFRICA. 


The following is taken from a letter from Nairobi, British East 
Africa, from a merchant who recently undertook a journey to 
South Africa with the object of opening up a market for East 
African potatoes, to H.M. Commissioner and Consul-General at 
Zanzibar, a copy of which has been received at the Board of Trade 
through the Foreign Office :— 


‘“‘Beira—This is the first port of any real consequence after 
leaving Zanzibar, and there is a good demand for all kinds of 
vegetables. The present Customs duty on foreign grown produce 
is 20 reis per kilog. (about one halfpenny per pound). Produce 
grown in ag ga gets the benefit of a rebate, but as it is of 
inferior quality, 1 was able to get orders at 7s. 6d. per 60 Ib. crate. 
The first consignment has been sent, and arrived in good con- 
dition: further orders have been received, and are now being 
carried out.” 

“I think it has been proved, that our produce can be landed at 
this port in a better and fresher condition than that from Portugal. 
There should be a large business done at Beira in the future, also, 
at certain seasons of the year, at the inland towns of Mutali and 
Salisbury when these are short of vegetables.” 


“Delagoa Bay.—This market is better and larger than any of 
those further north, all the potatoes stocked there are imported, 
and I found no difficulty in getting orders at a fairly good rate. 
’ The first consignment has been sent, and arrived in good order, 
the second is now due to arrive.” 

“In addition to the local demand, this port being the nearest to 
Pretoria and Johannesburg, there are certain to be large quantities 
of farm produce carried over the railway to these places after the 
war is over. We should secure some of this trade, and shall make 
every endeavour to do so.” 

“‘H.M. Consul at this port informed me that the Transvaal Land 
Settlement Department would require, after the war, a large quantity 
of seed potatoes, to supply to the various settlers and farmers both 
in the Transvaal and Orange Colony. These cannot be had in any 
quantity in South Africa at present, and will have to be imported. 
We are only ten days away from Delagoa Bay by sea, and could 
supply good seed potatoes at considerably less than they could be 
landed there from other countries, and a further advantage in my 
opinion would be, that the soil and climate being here somewhat 
similar to South Africa, seed from these ports would have a better 
chance of success.” 


“‘Durban.—I did not go so far as this port, but we have recently 
received an order for potatoes from there. The local consumption 
there is larger than in any of the aforementioned ports.” 

“Tf any industry is to be built up with South Africa in the 
future, so far as the export of perishable articles are concerned, 
there must be cheap and direct transport. At present the British 
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India Steam Navigation Company has no direct line from Mombasa 

and goods have to be transhipped in Zanzibar, which means delay 

and a lot of handling. The German line (D.0.A.L.) have a direct 

service from Mombasa to Durban (the British India only go as far 

” Delagoa Bay), and naturally it is more convenient to ship by 
em.” 

“If an English direct service of steamers ran from Mombasa to 
Durban calling at all ports, this Protectorate’s produce would 
arrive at its destination in first class condition, and would be more 
sought after on that account.” 


In connection with the above, Mr. R. N. Layne, Director of the 
Agricultural Department in Zanzibar, in a recent report on the 
Agricultural Prospects of the Plateaux of the Uganda railway 
(Miscellaneous Series, 577), says :— 

“The staple crop is at present potatoes, which fetch in the local 
market 2 rupees to 5 rupees per load of 60 lbs. Reliable statistics 
cannot be obtained, but I believe that from 65 to 120 loads per 
acre are produced. No manure is used. ‘The price varies greatly, 
and, as might have been expected, with but a local and restricted 
market, tends to decline. A year or two ago the price was 10 rupees 
per load, but I was informed by one of the settlers with whom 1 
discussed this subject that he thought they would pay well at 1 rupee 
per load; 1 rupee per load at 90 loads per acre is equal to a gross 
return of 90 rupees or 61. per acre. A labourer’s wage is 5 rupees 
per month of 30 working days, which is a little less than we pay in 
the plantations of Zanzibar; two crops of potatoes can be obtained 
in a year.” 
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REGULATIONS UNDER THE TRANSVAAL PATENTS 
AND TRADE MARKS PROCLAMATIONS 1902. 


With reference to the notice which appeared in the “ Board ot 
Trade Journal” of 29th May last, p. 394, respecting the proclama- 
tions issued to amend the Transvaal Law relating to patents and trade 
marks, the “ Transvaal Government Gazette ” of 9th May publishes 
a list of Patents Rules made by the Acting Commissioner of Patents 
at Pretoria which came into operation from the 20th May. These 
rules contain information as to fees payable, forms to be used, 
applications, specifications, advertisements, register of patents, &c. 

A later issue of the “ Gazette ” (17th May) publishes the text of 
a proclamation amending the “ Patents Proclamation, 1902,” and 
giving certain powers to the Legal Adviser to the Transvaal 
Administration in respect of the hearing of appeals from the 
Commissioner of Patents. ‘l'his proclamation is supplemented by a 
Government notice giving a list of rules regulating appeals to 
the Legal Adviser from the Commissioner of Patents, and the 
practice and procedure therein. 


The “Transvaal Government Gazette” of 17th May containsalso _ 
a list of Trade Marks Rules made by the Acting Registrar of 
Trade Marks at Pretoria which likewise took effect from the 
20th May. 

These rules contain a list of the fees payable, copies of the forms 
to be used, and particulars as to applications for registration of 
trade marks, &c. 


The “Gazettes” containing the above may be seen by persons 
interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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MINERAL PRODUCTION OF QUEENSLAND. 


According to the annual report of the Department of Mines for 
1901, issued by the Queensland Government, the aspect of mining 
affairs at the close of the past year was not wholly satisfactory. 
The steady increase that for some time past has marked the gold 
yield of the State has sustained a check, and the remarkable fall in 
the price of the leading industrial metals cannot but have proved 
disconcerting to enterprises that as yet have hardly entered upon 
the productive stage. The deficiency in the gold yield, although 
at first sight formidable, in reality hardly affords grounds for 
serious disquietude, since it is due to causes that are plainly of a 
temporary or adventitious nature. The decline in the value of 
copper, and, indeed, of all minerals except gold and coal, is of 
graver import, and the immediate outlook has certainly been 
obscured. 

The value of the year’s gold yield was 2,541,892/.—a decrease, 
when compared with the preceding year, of 329,817/.—and the 
value of all other minerals recovered during the year was 
572,8101., an increase of 264,4551. The total value of the year’s 
mineral production is thus 3,114,7021., a decrease of 64,3621. 


Gold.— A decrease of 127,000 ozs. in the year’s gold yield is, of 
course, to be regretted, but the decline cannot be attributed to 
causes that are at all suggestive of waning productiveness in the 
mines. The rapid exhaustion of the creek sands and heaps of old 
tailings that for some years past have served to swell the gold 
output is responsible for a deficiency of 95,000 ozs., and the scanty 
water supply at Mount Morgan, necessitating the partial closure 
of the works for some part of the year, largely accounts for the 
yield from that mine being 40,000 ozs. less than that of the 
preceding year. The loss from these two sources is thus greater 
than the total deficiency. 


Silver and Lead.—The silver production of Queensland is at 
present so. largely derived from mines where silver is found 
associated with other minerals, chiefly copper, that an attempted 
classification under distinct headings is apt to lead to needless 
repetition. There are, however, a few mines where silver so largely 
predominates that they may fairly be termed silver mines, and 
chief amongst these at present is the Silver Spur Mine at Texas, 
in the Stanthorpe district. This mine last year produced 
75,055 ozs. of silver, valued at 8,443/., and and 200 tons of lead, 
valued at 2,300/. 

The year’s production of silver was 571,561 ozs., valued at 
62,2411., being an increase in quantity of 458,571 ozs., and in 
value of 49,5291. The yield of lead for the year was 561 tons, 
valued at 6,993/., an advance over the preceding year of 356 tons, 
and in value of 3,634. 


Copper.—The very pronounced increase in the yield of copper is 
entirely due to three mines situated in what is generally termed. 
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the Herberton district, comprehending the extensive region from 
the valley of the Upper Barron west from Cairns to the Newcastle 
Range east from Georgetown. First of these mines, and, at 
present, the foremost copper mine of the State, is Mount Garnet, 
which has for some time past been furnishing the smelters with a 
continuous supply of ore. The output of copper and silver from 
Mount Garnet up to 31st December last is valued at 163,000/. 

The total yield of copper in 1901 was 3,061 tons, valued at 
194,2271. 


Tin— Although the year’s yield of tin shows a substantial 
increase, surprise has been expressed that progress is not more 
rapid and that greater efforts have not béen made to take advantage 
of the satisfactory prices that have been obtained for some time 
past, and that even last year at no time fell below remunerative 
rates. No doubt time is required to mature and make effective 
schemes which involve the expenditure of large sums of money ; 
but probably a more direct check to production is the inability of 
the milling power to cope with the output of the mines. Of the 
total output—1,661 tons-—Herberton, which is pre-eminently the 
tin-producing district of the State, has furnished 1,137 tons. 


Wolfram, Molybdenite, and Bismuth.—The high prices obtained 
for wolfram during the years 1899 and 1900 proved an incentive 
to a very active search for this mineral at Wolfram Camp in the 
Hodgkinson field, where considerable deposits of good quality 
have been proved to exist. The demand being limited, over-pro- 
duction was speedily followed by a fall in value that has led to the 
abandonment of most of the claims. Latterly wolfram has been 
sold for 20/. a ton, a price that does not cover the cost of mining 
and dressing by the primitive methods in vogue, and the miners 
have been turning their attention to molybdenite, which appears 
to be superseding wolfram in the manufacture of steel, and last 
year has very appreciably risen in value. Bismuth has also been 
found associated with wolfram and molybdenite, and a fair price 
has been obtained for the mineral; but the tedious method of 
hand treatment observed in separating and washing the ore 
detracts from the profit. 


(To be continued.) 
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TRADE OF AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND IN 1901. 


The following table showing the value of the imports and exports 
of all articles of Australia and New Zealand (inclusive of Inter- 
State trade) in 1901, as compared with the preceding year, is taken 
from figures compiled by the Victorian Government Statist, and 


{ published in the “ Victoria Government Gazette ” of 11th ult. :— 
Imports. Exports. 
1900. 1901. 1900. 1901. 
& & 

New South Wales ...| 27,561,000 | 26,928,000 || 28,164,000 | 27,351,000 
Victoria eee e| 18,302,000 18,927,000 17,423,000 18,646,000 ‘| 
Queensland ... 7,184,000 6,386,000 9,582,000 9,249,000 
South Australia 8,035,000 7,372,000 8,029,000 8,011,000 

Western Australia ...| 5,962,000 6,454,000 6,852,000 8,516,000 

Tasmania ... 2,074,000 1,970,000 2,611,000 2,917,000 

Total Australia...| 69,118,000 | 68,037,000 72,661,000 74,690,000 

New Zealand... ...| 10,646,000 | 11,818,000 | 13,246,000 | 12,881,000 
Grand total 79,764,000 | 79,855,000 | 85,907,000 | 87,571,000 


The value of wool exported from each of the Australian States 
and New Zealand in the year 1901 was as shown in the subjoined 
table, the figures for 1900 being added for purposes of com- 


parison :— 
1900. 1901. 
& 

New South Wales 8,343,000 9,467,000 
South Australia ... one 1,312,000 1,246,000 
Western Australia 271,000 378,000 

Total Australia «| 16,603,000 17,861,000 
New Zealand... 4,749,000 3,707,000 

Grand total... 21,852,000 21,568,000 
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TRUST MOVEMENTS IN AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


The following particulars relating to trust movements in 
Austria-Hungary are taken from a report, dated 10th May, by the 
United States Consul at Reichenberg :— 


Oil— Negotiations are under way between oil refiners and raw 
oil producers of the Austro-Hungarian Empire to regulate pro- 
duction in the interest of greater profits. It is proposed to limit 
output and divide the markets among the parties concerned. 
Refiners already have separate agreements among themselves, and 
so have producers. The present movement, therefore, has in view 
a combination on a broader scale—substantially a fusion of separate 
combinations. 


Glass.—The agreement between Bohemian and Bavarian raw- 
glass producers, formed for the purpose of regulating selling 
prices, which was dissolved some time ago, is to be at once 
renewed. In conjunction therewith, a former combination of 
looking-glass manufacturers of Bohemia and Bavaria is to be 
revivified. In both cases, the object is to reduce competition to a 
minimum and restore prices to a profitable basis. 


Cement.—A unioa of Austrian Portland cement manufacturers 
has been effected. It is complained, however, that the recalcitrance 
of a few outside firms makes it very difficult to accomplish the 
purpose of the combination—to check a further fall in prices by 
judiciously dividing the markets among the parties to the 
agreement. But it is hoped that the outsiders may be gradually 
forced into line, as they come to realise that their interests are 
thereby subserved. 


Iron.—After a severe struggle of two years, the iron industries 
of Austria and Hungary have formed a combination with the 
object of increasing profits by reducing competition and raising 
prices; though it is openly charged that the large concerns have 
all along been realising dividends ranging from 7 to 25 per cent. 

Previous combinations of iron industries have been formed in 
Austria-Hungary, but they embraced only certain establishments 
or related to only a certain kind of product. But all these have 
been dissolved through disagreements or otherwise, and are 
succeeded by the present giant combination, which absorbs sub- 
stantially every iron-working concern in the Empire and covers 
every variety of iron product. 

The agreement is to last ten years. During that period, a new 
iron-working establishment cannot be started in the Empire—un- 
less, indeed, it is able to use its own raw material, which will be 
practically impossible. All the iron smelters in Austria are owned 
by the members of the combination, and it is not practicable to 
start new ones. In Hungary, under peculiarly favourable condi- 
tions, some strata of iron ore might be developed outside of the 
trust, but enormous capital would be required. Thus, to all 
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appearance, the trust is in a position to absolutely shut out 
competition. 

The liberal policy of the Hungarian Government, in financially 
encouraging new industries, would seem to be an obstacle to trade 
combinations, but it is argued that this policy really aids the iron 
combination, since its protective spirit leads to legislation tending 
to exclude foreign competition. 

In production and in markets the iron industries of the Empire 
have gained much during the past decade. Certain individual 
works have largely increased their working capital, and others 
have added materially to their producing capacity. 

The markets will be carefully divided among the members of 
the combination. In one respect, the Hungarian members have 
secured a decided advantage over their Austrian brethren. Under 
the agreement, the former may deliver to Austria 28,000 metric 
tons* of product, while the latter may deliver only 11,000 metric 
tons to Hungary. Under former agreerfents, the exchange was 
equal. 

"tt is announced in the Press that members of the combination 
have notified their customers that they cannot make future 
contracts at the old prices. The increase, it is stated, ranges from 
1 to 4 krones (10d. to 3s. 4d.) per 100 kilogs. (220°4 lbs.), 
depending upon the kind and quality of the iron product. 

* Metric ton = 2,204 lbs. 


| 
| 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of copies of two General ya 
. : (Nos. 48 and 49, of 1902), recently issued b 
the Commissioners of Hie Customs, 

Cattle Foods conveying instructions to Customs Officers with 

contedad regard to the rates of duty leviable on Caramel 

~ ag and on cattle foods containing molasses or other 

; sweetening matter on the importation of such 

goods into the United Kingdom. The following is the text of 
these orders :— 

“ General Order, 48/1902. Duty on Caramel._—With reference 
“to the recent increase in the rates of duty on Glucose, as 
** announced in General Order 36/1902, the Board now direct that 
“ duty on imported caramel be in future charged at the following 
“ rates, viz. :— 


“ Caramel, Solid.. & O 
* Liquid 3.9 


“jin lieu of the rates specified in Schedule of Fixed Rates on 
“‘ Composite Goods issued with General Order 106/1901.” 

7 aenpaa Order 49/1902. Cattle Foods containiny Molasses or 
** other Sweetening Matter.—The Board direct that in lieu of the 
“ fixed rate of 1s. the cwt. now charged on cattle foods containing 
“‘ molasses or other sweetening matter as defined in the schedule 
“of fixed rates which accompanied General Order 106/1901, the 
“ following rates be levied :— 

“‘ Cattle foods on the entry for which the importer has declared 
“that the duty on the combined quantity of sweetening matter 
“ and cereals used in the manufacture of the goods did not exceed 


“ the rate of sixpence the cwt. bois ... 6d. the cwt. 
“Other cattle foods containing molasses or other sw eetening 
“ matter and cereals ... -» 1s. the cwt. 


aa Importations of both kinds are to be occasionally sampled for 
“ analysis.” 


With reference to the notice published at p. 66 of the “ Journal ” 
—_ for the 10th inst., respecting the revised duties 
‘uty co ie of on maize, maizemeal, &c., the Board of Trade 
Maize Offals, Bc, are now in receipt of a copy of a further 
General Order of the Commissioners of Customs 
(No. 45 of 1902), containing the following provisions for the 
remission of excess duty paid on these articles prior to the 
18th June, 1902 :— 
Applications for remission of excess duty paid prior to the 18th 
June, 1902, can only be received from importers or their recog- 
nised agents who actually paid the duty ; and such applications 
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should contain full particulars of each importation concerned, viz., 
names of importing ships, date and place of importation (in 
London, the station), date of payment of duty and amount, name 
of paying firm (specifying whether principals or agents), and any 
other details which may assist in establishing the claim. Where 
a claim is made by an agent proof of bona-fide agency will be 
required. 

No claim can be recognised unless it is proved to the satisfaction 
of the Board of Customs that duty has been paid at the higher 
rate ruling prior to the 18th June, 1902, and that the excess duty 
has not been recovered from any person to whom the goods have been 
delivered after importation. 

Subject to this condition, however, importers will be entitled to 
claim remission of the excess duty on any stocks which they can 
prove to have had remaining on hand on the 17th June and on which 
the higher duty has been paid. Goods claimed as offals must be 
identified on inspection by the officers who will draw representa- 
tive samples and forward the same to the departmental analyst. 


NEW ZEALAND. 


The “New Zealand Government Gazette” for 12th June, 1902, 
contains a copy of a Commissioner’s Order, 
Decisions. dated 11th June, 1902 (No. 691), notifying the 
following Decisions under the Customs Import 

Tariff of New Zealand :— 


Articles, and how classed. Rate of Duty. 


*Corn starch and potato-farina, in bulk, whether packed in 
casks, or bags, or cases, without internal packages, when 
imported by or for a manufacturing confectioner, on declara- 
tion being made by such confectioner that the importation is 
to be used as moulding starch— 

As confectioner’s moulding starch ... ove poe Free. 
*Gloy (paste for paper-bag making) in bulk ae 
Photographs of persons in the colony taken or reproduced 

abroad — 


As photogra) 20 °/, ad ral. 
Steering wheels for ships, without machinery attached— 

As ship chandlery, not otherwise enumerated Free. 
Truck wheels for trucks used in the transport of coal from the 

mine— 

As tramway materials, not otherwise enumerated . «| 20°, ad val. 
*Turbine for saw-mill, when supported by declaration— 

As machinery for saw- milling... Free. 
Wax, ceresin— 

As wax, mineral ... 14d. per 1b. 


* Revised decisions, 
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BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the India Office, a copy 

of a Customs Circular, dated 18th June, 1902 

Decision. (No. 11 of 1902), stating that the Government 

of India have decided that flint pebbles for use 

as rolling ballast in tube mills for the manufacture of cement are to 

be dutiable at the rate of 5 per cent. ad valorem, whether the 

— are imported separately or along with the machinery of a 
mill. 


BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA AND NORTH-EASTERN 
RHODESIA. 


The Board of Trade have received information from the Foreign 

Office to the effect that they have sanctioned 

porter the imposition, as from 1st September next, 

reer. mi of a duty of 4d. per lb. on rubber exported 

from the British Central Africa Protectorate and North-Eastern 
Rhodesia. 


GERMANY. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 36 of the 

Taxation of “Journal” for the 3rd inst. on the subject of 
: an the new law for the taxation of sparkling wines 
Spang Wines. in Germany, the Board of Trade are now in 
receipt of further information to the effect that the tax is leviable 
on all sparkling wines and similar beverages, whether home-made 
or imported, destined for inland consumption. Imported spark- 
ling wines must, before they can be cleared through the Customs 
or taken out of bond for consumption, be provided with a special 
Customs label bearing the words ‘“ Duty-paid sparkling wine ” 
(verzollter Schaumwein). Sparkling wines exported or placed in 
bond are exempt from the tax. 


FRANCE. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 165 of the 
“ Journal” for the 24th April last, on the 


=, a subject of the French import duties on 
ew oma” “Colonial produce,” the Board of Trade are 


now in receipt of information to the effect that 
the French Government have decided. to continue the application 
of the minimum tariff to imports of such produce from the countries 
named in the above-mentioned notice, for a further period of six 
months. 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Mercantile Marine Committee met on the 24th and again on 
The Mercantile the 25th inst., at the Board of Trade. ; 

Sie The following members were present :—Sir 

tie Francis H. Jeune, G.C.B. (Chairman), Captain H. 

Board of Trade. Acton Blake, Mr. W. F. G. Anderson, Captain 

A. J. G. Chalmers, Mr. Walter J. Howell, 

Vice-Admiral R. M. Lloyd, C.B., Mr. W. Milburn, jun., and 

Mr. J. Havelock Wilson. 

The following witnesses were examined :—Captain W. C. 
Crutchley, Secretary to the Naval League, Admiral the Hon. T. S. 
Brand, Chairman of the East Sussex County Council, and Mr. H. 
Macan, Secretary to the Technical Instruction Committee of the 
Surrey County Council. 

James Coyle, John Kerr, and William Scanlan, firemen, and six 
Lascars were also examined. : 


NEW ZEALAND. 


The ‘‘ New Zealand Gazette” of the 12th ult. publishes the text 
a of an Order-in-Council fixing the harbour dues 
7 + of the Port of Nelson as follows :— 


On every ship over 100 tons register which shall 
arrive at the said harbour, and which does not pay 
pilotage, per ton register ... 

On every ship of and under 100 tons register 
which shall arrive at the said harbour, and which 
does not pay pilotage, per ton register... ede 0 Uf 


PORTUGAL—MOZAMBIQUE. 


The Acting British Consul at Mozambique reports that the harbour 
dues of that port are as follows :— 
Harbour Dues. For vessels of less than 625 tons, for pilotage, 
‘40 reis per ton. For vessels over the above 
measurement, 50,000 reis, irrespective of size. The payment of 
this fee is compulsory, whether the pilot be employed or not; it 
also entitles a vessel to be piloted and berthed. The harbour- 
master’s fee is 8,000 reis.- With reference to dhows, 4,000 reis in 
addition is payable to the port captain on entering and sailing, 
with the exception of vessels which occupy themselves in the 
coasting trade, in favour of which a reduction of 2,500 reis is 
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made. Harbour dues are always payable in local currency, the 
rates of which vary from 6,500 to 7,500 reis to the 11. 

Cargo is landed in lighters, of which there are a fair supply, 
and several small tugs are available for towing purposes. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,846.) 


MEXICO. 


With reference to the information regarding the Tehuantepec 
Railway, published on p. 154 of the “ Board of 
Temantepec Trade Journal” for the 19th July, 1900, the 
— Board of Trade have received, through the 
Foreign Office, from H.M. Consul at Mexico City, a copy of the 
“Diario Official” of the Mexican Government containing the text 
of a contract by which Messrs. S. Pearson & Son, Limited, and the 
Mexican Government become partners with equal shares for 51 
years from the Ist inst., in a Company to be known as “ Compania 
del Ferrocarril Nacional de Tehuantepec,” with a capital of 
5,000,000, dols., for the purpose of exploiting the Tehuantepec 
Railway and the ports of Coatzacoalcos and Salina Cruz. 

The “ Diario Official,” containing the copy of the contract, may 
be seen by those interested on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


MINERALS, METALS, AND MACHINERY, 


BRITISH INDIA. 


According to a memorandum received at the Board of Trade 
through the India Office, there were 286 coal 
a mines reported to be in operation in 1900, of 
‘ which 27] were in Bengal. In 1901 it was 
reported that there were 427 mines in existence, of which 410 
were situated in Bengal. ‘The production in that province repre- 
sents more than four-fifths of the whole Indian output of coal, and 
in 1900 and 1901 there was great activity in the opening of new 
mines and the floating of new companies under the stimulus of 
higher prices which followed on the temporary rise in price of 
English coal. During the present year prices have receded, and 
there has been a pause in the rush to produce which followed on 
the competition of buyers. 
‘he annual output in all India has been as follows in each of the 
last five years :-— 
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BRITISH INDIA—continued. 


Year. Quantity. 

Tons. 
1900 ope ese ove ose ove eee 6,118,692 


The output was distributed as follows in the last two year's :— 


| 

1900. | 1901. 

Tons. Tons. 
Singareni (Nizam’ 8 Territory) 469,291 421,218 
Assam.. Be Si 216,736 254,100 
Central Provinces (Mohpeni and Warora) sos eee 172,842 191,516 
Central India (Umaria) ... 164,489 164,362 
Panjab (Dandot) ... as 74,083 67,730 
AGT oA 24-656 


The prices of Bengal coal in Calcutta have ranged from Res. 6$ 
per ton in January, 1899, to Rs. 75 per ton in January, 1901. In 
July, 1901, the price was Rs. 7 per ton. 

The exports of Indian coal to places beyond India are as yet 
comparatively small. In 1900 the trade was much more extensive 
than in previous years, because the high price of English coal 
induced consumers to replace the latter by Indian coal; but last 
year there was a small decline. Colombo is the principal destina- 
tion of the coal, Singapore following on a much smaller scale. 
The quantities exported were :— 


— 1900-01. | 1901-02. 


Tons. Tons. 
To Ceylon... ose 369,186 336,372 
» Mauritius... ins 5,759 18,745 
» Other countries .. wes 47,480 32,784 


Total ... «| 541,448 |. 624,687 


The Indian railways burnt 1,965,530 tons of Indian coal, which 
is not much short of one-third of the output. The consumption 
of imported coal on the railways has been reduced to 13,095 tons. 
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RHODESIA. 


According to the “Cape Argus ” of 2nd inst., a wonderful find of 
copper has just been made on the Baron 
Copper Discovery. Rothschild reef, situated close to Francistown. 
The ore consists of 60 to 70 per cent. copper, 

and was found accidentally while prospecting for gold. 


ASIATIC RUSSIA. 


The British Commercial Agent in Russia reports that, according 

Coal Deposits in °° the “ Official Messenger” of 14th/27th ult., 

eeciitoaion important deposits of coal are stated to have 

' been discovered in Turkhestan at a distance of 

28 to 30 versts (184 to 20 miles), from New Marghilan. The 

mineral is said to be of fair quality and easily workable. Two 

exploration parties have been organised, and will be placed under 
the orders of two Russian Engineers. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


H.M. Consul at Prague, in his report just issued, gives a descrip- 
: tion of an ingenious invention by an electrical 
— a engineer of that city, for protection against 
agg accidents on electric tramway systems where 
ee the overhead trolly system is in use. (Foreign 


Overhead Electric ) 
‘Tramways. Office, Annual Series, 2,857—see page 237.) 


JAPAN. 


H.M. Consul at Yokohama, in a recent report to the Foreign 
Office, states that the supplies of Japanese pig- 


agen a iron are continually increasing, and the imports 
Yokot of foreign pig-iron into Yokohama and district 


consist almost entirely of favourite brands for 
special purposes, largely Government requirements. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,841). 


In the same report ah Consul states that the development of the 
: igo oil industry is proceeding apace. 
According to a report in a vernacular the 
many. oil in Amase and Kamada, hitherto the largest 
oil-producing districts in Echigo, shows signs of failing, and 
attention has been attracted towards the Kitano district, where the 
wells owned by the Nagaoka Industrial Company have been 
yielding a large amount of oil since lastautumn. Two of the wells, 
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it is said, yield 1,600 gallons a day. The oil is carried by means 
of pipes to Takada Station on the Thinyetsu Railway, a distance 
of 10 miles. 

The American Standard Oil Company is about to start operations 
in the Umaya district, the plant having now arrived. The Company 
applied in February for permission to lay down pipes from the oil- 
fields to the company’s oil refinery at Naoyetsu, a distance of 10 
miles. 

The International Oil Company (a juridical person under 
Japanese Law, consisting of foreigners and Japanese), of Echigo, 
has placed on the market the oil refined by the company. The 
Naoyetsu delivery is quoted at 4s. 2d. per box, and it can be put on 
the Yokohama and Tokio markets at about 4s. 11d. per box. The 
oil is clear and transparent, the flashing point being at 110 degrees. 
At present the company has a stock of 45,500 boxes in Echigo. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,841). 


KOREA. 

A copy of a despatch from the British Vice-Consul at Chemulpo 
Siciensted has been received by the Board of ‘rade 
Competition of through the Foreign Office, reporting the arrival 
elie Steel 2° the port named of 4,000 tons British railway 
Rails material for the Seoul-Fusan Railway. The 
. rails are of the 75-lbs. American standard 
section pattern. The contract for them was signed in Tokio on 
16th January last, and delivery made in Korea before the end of 
June. There were five tenders for these rails, which are supplied 
by a firm of British manufacturers on the American pattern, and 

on cheaper terms than the Americans offered. 
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GERMANY. 

H.M. Consul-General at Berlin reports that he drew attention last 
. year to a disadvantageous arrangement in the 
duty on handkerchiefs, by which hemstitched 
eens. —_Jinen handkerchiefs were burdened with a duty 
of 300 marks per quintal, being considered as articles of lingerie, 
whereas fine linen formerly paid a duty of 120 marks per quintal, 
The Secretary of State, in reply to a petition, has stated that 
negotiations are pending with the various Federal States, on the 
outcome of which the decision depends. The question, says the 

Consul-General, is important for the Irish linen industry. 


H.M. Consul-General at Frankfort, in a recent report to the 

Foreign Office states that in 1901 the total 
Cotton Industry. number of spindles in the German Empire 

amounted to 8,434,601 (1898, 7,381,629), and 
the total number of looms to 211,818 (194,726). The total 
number of hands employed is given by the official publication of 
the textile co-operative company as 659,252 (628,080 in 1898). 
The increase of looms accordingly amounts to 17,092, or 8:80 per 
cents the increase of spindles to 1,052,972, or 14°27 per cent., 
that of hands to 31,172, or 4°97 per cent. Details will be found 
in the following table :—- 


Spindles. Looms. Hands. 


Country. Increase + or| Increase + or 
Decrease — Decrease — 
as against 1901. as against 1901. 
1898. | 1898. 


Number. Number. Number. Number. Number. 
Alsace-Lorraine ...| 1,519,300 63,098 39,793 + 1,653 63,305 
Baden «475,044 168 15,119 — 249 
Palatinate ... wea] 127,732 5,496 2,021 + 131 


Wurttemberg and) 
-Hohenzollern ...| 673,441 68,773 | 18,838 + 1,845 


101,066 


411 


Bavaria... 1,420,648 28,8384 | + 1,273 
Saxony ... _ ...| 1,185,184 89,888 | 34,321 | + 3,188 188,841 
Saxony (Vicufia) .... 523,800 523,800 


Silesia mes ee) 144,343 3,229 12,694 + 523 £3,918 
Rhine Provinces, 
Westphalia _...|_ 2,072,949 
Remaining North 

Germany 322,160 


344,282 46,639 + 7,515 130,768 
53,296 13,559 + 1,213 121,354 


+ + 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,851.) 
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FRANCE. 


A report on the Silk Industry of France in 1901 by H.M. Consul 

Silk Ind in 2¢ Lyons has been received at the Board of 

1901 try Trade, through the Foreign Office, and may be 

; seen by those interested at the Commercial 

Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

The following remarks from the above-mentioned report on the 
comparative importance of Lyons and Milan as silk markets may 
be of interest in connection with the remarks of the French Consul 
at Milan, published at p. 560 of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” 
of 20th March last :— 

* At one time the Lyons market was made responsible for any 
fluctuation of prices that occurred, but this dominating influence 
has now been usurped by Milan, though, properly speaking, it is 
difficult to say that any one market sets prices. 

“The preponderating importance of the Italian market of Milan 
is, however, largely due to the protective duties on thrown silk, by 
checking the supply that would otherwise come to the Lyons 
market. 

“Lyons is no longer the international mart for the Italian silks. 
Milan has become the chief centre of importation for the ‘ tsatlées’ 
of China, which have always been thrown in Italy whence they are 
sent to Lyons.” 


SPAIN. 


H.M. Consul-General at Barcelona, in a recent report to the 
Foreign Office, states that the importation of 
Trade aw into that port during the year 1901 

C SRE shows an increase of some 2,000 tons, as 
compared with 1900. 

From the United States of America 266,415 bales were received, 
30,326 bales from Egypt, 22,531 bales from India, and from 
Smyrna 13,763 bales; this latter total includes a few small lots 
from Liverpool. With the exception of about 3,000 bales which 
were sent to Alcoy in the province of Alicante, the whole of the 
above quantity was used by the cotton mills of Catalufia, a proof 
that the manufacturers have been kept busy in spite of the loss of 
the Spanish colonial markets. It is stated that there are over 
2,600,000 spindles now working in Spain, being more than in 
Belgium, Italy, Switzerland, Holland, Portugal and Sweden, but 
less than in the United Kingdom, Germany, France, Austria- 
Hungary and Russia, Catalufia alone uses annually some 300,000 
bales of cotton in its factories. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,856.) 


> 
B 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 26th inst., were as 
follow :— 
Wheat ... one «Sls. 5d. 
Barley ... one 258, Od. 
Oats... eas 228, 8d, 
For further particulars see p. 232. 


A statement is published on p. 233, showing the quantities of 
Agri- the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
peste wa a imported into the United Kingdom during the 
oduce. week ended the 26th inst., as well as of the 

imports during the corresponding week of 1901. 


SEYCHELLES. 


An interesting memorandum in regard to the cultivation of vanilla 

Vanill in the Seychelles, giving information useful to 

Cultivation. an intending planter, has been received at the 

Board of Trade from the Administrator of these 

islands, and may be seen on application at the Commercial 

Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
8.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

A few spare copies are available. 


GERMANY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
Use of Coprain °°PY. of a despatch from H.M. Embassy at 
East Prussi Berlin, in which it is stated that from enquiries 
made it appears that there are no oil mills in 

the German Baltic ports which at present use copra. Copra will, 
however, be tried this autumn in the oil mills in East Prussia as a 
substitute for linseed. A number of experts in the oil traffic will 
visit the Diisseldorf Exhibition, with a view to’becoming acquainted 
with the latest efforts to manipulate copra to advantage, and the 
result of their investigations is anxiously awaited by the oil mill 


owners. 
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ITALY, 


A report, dated 17th inst., has been received at the Foreign Office 

- ‘The Silk Cocoon from H.M, Consul at Milan, which states that 

Crop in 1902 the silk cocoon crop just gathered has proved 

P * exceedingly irregular, according to the abun- 
dance, or the reverse, of mulberry leaves. 

The season was a very late and inclement one, but never- 
theless, scarcely any cases of disease have been reported, and 
such partial failures as have occurred, chiefly in the hilly 
districts where the vegetation was most backward, are entirely 
attributable to the fact that silkworms were thrown away on 
account of the scarcity of food. 

H.M. Consul adds that the information he has collected leads 
him to the conclusion that this year’s crop, as a whole, will not 
turn out to be inferior, either in quantity or quality, to that of 
last year. The average cost of the new silk will be somewhat 
higher than in 1901, as the cultivators generally have realized 
better prices this year for their cocoons. 


KOREA. 


The United States Minister at Seoul, in a report dated 28th May 
Gi Soe last, states that the crop of Korean ginseng for 
waa > y 1901 has been sold to a Japanese firm for 
P 1,255,500 yen (127,294I.). It amounted, with 
beard, to 52,000 catties (68,120 lbs.). After purchasing this 
ginseng, the purchasers deliberately burned 10,000 catties 
(13,100 lbs.), as the supply was in excess of the demand. It is 
said that a considerable portion of last year’s supply still remains 
unsold in China, and that this year’s crop in Korea was enough for 
nearly three years’ consumption. The market is limited, as the 
Chinese are about the only consumers. Although ginseng is 
regularly raised in various parts of Korea, only that raised upon 
the imperial farms at Songdo is said to have the real virtues claimed 
for the root as a medicine. These Songdo plantations are the only 
ones that are guarded with care. The soil is a disintegrated 
granite. For the past few years the annual crop has been growing 
larger ; 15,000 catties (19,650 lbs.) has been regarded as the normal 
quantity, but by gathering it at five years instead of seven, and by 
increasing the number of beds, the supply has finally exceeded the 
demand, 
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- UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 24th inst. was 
Cotton Statistics. 9,399 and the number imported during the 
30 weeks ended the 24th inst. was 2,269,028. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 24th 
inst., 15,005 bales, and for the 30 weeks, 280,569. 
For further details see p. 232. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the report by 

Foreion Trad Mr. J. E. O’Conor, C.1.E., on the foreign trade 

: lees 02 of India for the twelve months ended the 

™ , 31st March, 1902, as compared with previcus 
years. The values of the principal categories of the imports into 
and exports from British India for the last two official years have 
already been published in Part IV. of the ‘‘ Accounts relating to 
the Trade and Commerce of certain Foreign Countries and British 
Possessions,” issued by the Commercial Department of the Board 
of Trade. 

The following are among the more prominent points of interest 
referred to by Mr. O’Conor in his report :—Statistics of imports 
into British India from foreign countries, and of exports of Indian 
and foreign merchandise, with reference to the return of trade to 
normal conditions after the famine of 1900-01, and to a great 
increase in its dimensions; the cotton goods trade, a conspicuous 
feature of which is the gradual shifting of the business from grey 
(unbleached) piece-goods to the other two classes, viz., white 
(bleached) and coloured and printed goods; conditions of the 
coffee, rice, indigo, and tea trades ; customs revenue from imports 
va exports; trade in bullion and specie; shipping trade; frontier 
trade. 

The report may be procured at any of the official agents for the 
sale of Indian Government publications. 


GAMBIA. 
The Board of Trade have received copies of two Ordinances 
: enacted by the Governor of the Colony of the 
Ordinances to = Gambia to amend the “ Patents for Inventions 


Ordinance, 1900,” and the “Trade Marks 
Marks Ordinances (Pegistration) Ordinance, 1900.” 
of 1900 The amending Ordinances may be seen on 


application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m, and 5 p.m. 
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RUSSIA. 


The British Commercial Agent in Russia reports that the Com- 
mission, under the presidency of the Assistant- 


a Minister of Finance, appointed to consider the 
question of the purchase of foreign goods by 

yn nny the State Departments and the measures to be 
ae taken to diminish the same has terminated its 
work, and its conclusions await examination by 
Goods the Council of Ministers. According to the 


“ Russkia Viedomosti” (Moscow) quoting from 
the “Grashdanin” (St. Petersburg), the chief reasons of the 
import of goods from abroad by some of the State Departments, 
notwithstanding every desire to protect home industries, have 
been declared to be :— 


1. The comparative cheapness of foreign-made articles. 

2. The incomparably superior quality of the same. 

3. The impossibility of acquiring certain articles in Russia. 

To form an idea, continues the above-quoted paper, of the 
difference in prices, it is enough to examine the figures presented 
by the War and Navy Departments to the Commission in question. 
According to their approximate calculations, if these Departments 
. are compelled to subordinate their orders to the conditions laid 
down im the project of the Commission, they would have to 
increase their expenditure to the extent of from 80,000,000 to 
100,000,000 roubles. Nevertheless, the Commission has recognised 
that all Crown Departments should be absolutely precluded from 
purchasing anything from abroad, exception being made only for 
such goods as are not manufactured in Russia. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


With reference to the notice on pees of the “ Board of Trade 
_— Journal” of 8th May last, respecting restrictions 
Sx on Commercial travellers in Hungary, H.M. 
Gocntiiens te Consul-General at Vienna in his recent report 
ponerer to the Foreign Office, states that this law which 

will tend materially to curtail the field of 

activity of British commercial travellers, is also to come into force 
in Austria on 16th September, 1902. The law prohibits commer- 
cial travellers from soliciting orders from private individuals. 
Hitherto British firms have periodically despatched travelling 
representatives to Austria for the purpose of visiting and obtaining 
orders from private customers, and in some instances have thus 
secured a large connection. In future this method will have to be 
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abandoned. According to the new law a traveller must be in the 
position to prove that he was expressly invited by the customer to 
visit him. In the event of his being unable to produce the 
necessary evidence, a penalty will be inflicted. 

It must be borne in mind that the provisions of the law solely 
restrict the visits to private customers. For example, while there 
would be no objection to a traveller for a British cloth house 
soliciting an order for cloth from a Vienna tailor or cloth dealer, 
it would not be permissible for him to visit a private individual 
(not openly engaged in tailoring or any kindred trade) for the 
purpose of transacting business, unless requested to do so. 

It must also be remembered that the law is not directed against 
foreign travellers alone, native business men being likewise subject 
to its restrictions. Thus, an Austrian traveller is prohibited from 
attempting to obtain orders from private parties residing in any 
other town than that in which the firm he represents is domiciled. 
(Foreign Office Annual Series, 2,852.) 


In the same report, H.M. Consul-General at Vienna gives tables 

showing the value of the trade of Austria- 

Export Trade to Hungary with British India in the years 1900 

"and 1901, from which the following figures, 

showing the value of the principal articles exported, have been 
extracted :— 


Exports from Austria-Hungary to British India. 


1900. 1901. 
Cotton yarn and cotton gcods_... or ay one 78,000 60,000 
Woollen yarn and tissues ... 107,000 162,000 
Silk and silk goods ... ike 14,000 25,000 
Paper and paper goods _... 179,000 197,000 
India-rubber goods ... 22,000 16,000 
Leather and leather goods... 15,000 21,000 
Wooden and bone goods ... 22,000 | 21,000 
Glass and glassware 94,000 134,000 
Tron and ironware ... 53,000 69,000 
Metals and metalware_... 204,0C0 174,000 
Fancy goods... veo 141,000 142,000 
Soap and candlcs_ ... 13,000 15,000 
Other articles oo 79,000 68,000 

Total... £| 1,629,000 2,490,000 


: 
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Bradford—A meeting of the Council of the Bradford Chamber 
of Commerce was held on the 23rd inst., Mr. W. B. Gordon 
(President) occupying the chair. Among the matters under 
discussion were the Conditions of Woolcombing; Commercial 
Negotiations with China; the New Zealand Company Tax; 
Spanish Manufactures ; the Piece-dyeing Board, &c. 


Bristol—The monthly meeting of the Council of the Bristol 
Chamber of Commerce was held at the offices, Guildhall, Small 
Street, on the 22nd inst., under the presidency of Mr. John 
Mardon. The matters under discussion included a summary of 
the proceedings at a recent meeting of the Associated Chambers ; 
the Canal ‘Traffic Bill; the proposed fast Canadian Mail 
Service, &c. 

Walsall—The usual meeting of the Council of the Walsall 
Chamber was held on the 30th ult., Mr. F. Rathbone occupying 
the chair. Among the subjects dealt with were: Poundage on 
Postal Orders ; the Standardisation of Metals ; Commercial Legis-. 
lation ; All-British Cables ; the Decimal System, &c. 


Oldham.~-A meeting of the Council of the Oldham Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 21st inst., Mr. G. B. Taylor occupying 
the chair. 

The Secretary said that since their last meeting more work had 
been done in connection with the new cotton growth organisation, 
which was now fairly getting established. 

Other matters under discussion were: Underground Telegraphs ; 
the Proposed New University for Manchester, &c. 
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Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 30 Weeks ended 24th July, 1902. 


Week ended | 3° Weeks || week ended | 30 weeks 
24th July, | oath July, || | oath Iuly, 
1902. 1902. 
IMPORTS. Exports. 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
American... a one 4,120 1,745,646 10,669 172,298 
eee 2,227 33,979 1,264 14,428 
2,912 282,847 1,772 78,618 
Miscellaneous ooo ove 140 31,856 - 82 3,863 
9,399 2,269,028 15,005 280,569 
Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 26th July, 1902, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant tothe Corn 


Returns Act, 1882. 
Average Price. 
Wheat, Barley. Oats. 
Week ended 26th July, 1902 wi £18 sie 
Corresponding week in— 
1895 ... ose 24 2 18 2 15 9 
1897 ... eve ow eee 28 10 17 10 19 
1898 ... eee oe ove ove we 24 2 20 11 
1899 ... ove sof 22 18 2 
1900 ... ee ese ove 29 8 24 4 19 9 
1901 ... ese ese = 22 #1 19 4 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the-Imperial bushel or by- weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 


pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for ev 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushe 


of oats. 


ery bushel of barley, 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
26th July, 1902, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 
Week ended | Correspond- 
, 26th July, | ing week 
1902. in 1901. 
Animals, living :-— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... one Number. 8,879 10,926 
Sheep and lambs... 10,016 7,672 
Fresh meat :— 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... i 12,819 8,002 
Meat,preserved,otherwise tharbyealting 14,227 15,831 
Dairy produce and shbstitutes :— 
Butter ovo ove ves Owts. 88,344 89,459 
10,698 16,702 
77,612 72,489 
Milk, fresh,in cansordrums ... ... 
preserved, other kinds ... 12 31 
Poultry Value £ 2,551 1,692 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) Cwts, 184 12,220 
x Lard ... one ove 82,516 44,558 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
Wheat... eos Cwts. 2,165,550 1,260,100 
Wheat-meal and flour ... 317,289 882,400 
MaizeorIndiancom .. 993,145 1,093,600 
Fruit, raw 
Cwts. 6,959 | 12,474 
Apricots and peaches... 1,333 1,176 
Goosebe: ove 2, 
Grapes ” 2,800 11,420 
Lemons .. . 31,506 18,866 
13,420 35,377 
Unenumerated ... ave 40,484 79,983 
ote ove Tons, 5,931 4,937 
raw :— 
jons ove Bushels, 128,611 131,380 
Potatoes ... ooo | Cwts, 114,545 84,733 
Tomatoes ... eee! 34,237 86,493 
Unenumerated Values 5421 7,980 
by canning ... 2,178 
* Not shown in 1901. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 
TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of June, 1902, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 9d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1901, in two Volumes, 
may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 7d. for the first, and 4s. 10d. 
for the second Volume, at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed 
and exhaustive information than can be’ given in the Monthl 
Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1897-1901, and 
detailed statement of imports and exports of each article (from 
and to each country) and, in the second volume details as to 
customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, transhipments, and 
articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the United 
Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 
This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 15th 


of each month. The following are among the more important 
articles that appeared in the number issued the 15th inst. :—State 
of the Labour Market in June; Recent Labour Legislation in 
Western Australia ; Profit-sharing in 1901-2; International Con- 
gresses at Diisseldorf; Recent Conciliation and Arbitration Cases ; 


Legal Cases affecting Labour, &c., &c. 
FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series 
issued since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 


2,855. Marseilles, 1901. 


Articles of British trade most 
deserving of mention. 

How to stop desertions of 
seamen. 

Increase in imports of ground- 
nuts from the Coromandel coast. 

Development of hydro-elec- 
tric power from the Maritime 
Alps. 

German versus Indian indigo. 


Soap industry. 

Description of the harbour 
and its facilities and the steam- 
ship lines using it. 

Return of principal imports 
and exports for three years at 
all the ports in the Consular 
district of Marseilles, with re- 
marks. 
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Government Publications. 


No. 2,857. Bohemia, 1901. 


Issue of new gold coinage. 
Pneumatic post in Prague. 
Railways and canals. Pro- 
posals for connecting the Elbe 
and Danube, in which a ship- 
railway is included. 
Agricultural exhibition last 
year at Prague; industrial ex- 
hibition this year at Tetschen 
(see ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal,” 
26th December, 1901, p. 586). 


Trade with Russia, taking 
advantage of the recent boycott 
of German goods in_ that 
country, being fostered as 
much as possible. 

Coal and iron trade. 

Textile industries. 

Agriculture, fruit culture, 
sugar manufacture, distilling 
and brewing. 


No. 2,858. States of Oregon, Washington and Idaho, 1901. 


Imports by countries com- 
pared. 
British trade. 
Exports of cereals, fruits, 
timber and wool. 
Wrecks and casualties. 
Port and harbour improve- 
ments. 
The principal industries. 
Labour. 
Fisheries of Oregon and 
Washington. 


Mining industry. 

Public works. 

Agricultural conditions. 

Dairying and stock farming. 

Proposed exhibition at Port- 
land in 1905. 

Returns of shipping at Port- 
land during 1901. 

Returns of principal articles 
of import and export at Port- 
land by articles and countries 
in 1901. 


This publication also contains reports from Astoria, Port 


Townsend, Seattle, and Tacoma. 


No. 2,859. Porto Alegre, 1901. 


Disturbance of business in 
1901, owing to a series of poor 


crops. 
Native industries. 
Return of imports by coun- 
tries. 
Return of Customs duties. 
Return of exports by princi- 
pal articles in 1901. 


Completion of Porto Alegre 


and Uruguayan Railway un- 
dertaken by Government. 

Porto Alegre and New Ham- 
burg railway, progress of con- 
struction. 

Agriculture. 

State finances. 

Decrease in immigration. 

Public health. 

Duty on books by post. 

Exchange. 


No. 2,860. St. Petersburg, 1901. 


Industrial and agricultural 
depression. 

Trade of Russia with the 
United Kingdom. 

Customs returns, 


Increase in import of German 
and American goods to the 
detriment of British trade. 

Openings for British trade, 
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Government Publications. 


British 
Petersburg. 

Projected measures for en- 
couragement of Russian ship- 
building and navigation. 

Statistics of the Russian rail- 
ways. 

Trade in Russian butter. 


shipping at St. 


Regulations of the hemp 
trade. 

Effect of the crown monopoly 
of the sale of corn brandy. 

Agriculture, crop results, &c. 

Returns of trade and ship- 
ping in 1901. 


This publication also contains reports from Cronstadt, Reval, 
Moscow, Narva, Nikolaistad, Fredrikshamn, Uleaborg and Arch- 


angel. 


No. 2,861. Chinde, 1901. 


Decrease of 2,000/. in the 
trade in 1901. 

Rates of exchange. Weights, 
measures and coinage. 

. Description of the harbour. 
Progress of construction of a 
dry-dock. 

‘Harbour dues. 

Native labour. 

Unsatisfactory working of 


No. 2,862. 

Trade during 1901 reached 
its highest pomt showing an 
increase of 14,500,000 Hk. taels 
over the year 1891. 

Foreign and native customs 
methods. 

Junk and steamer traffic. 

Foreign imports. 

Native imports. 


telegraph line up the Zambesi 
and Shiré, 

Hotels. 

Returns of imports, exports, 
and shipping. 

Prices of livestock and food 
stuffs. 

List of principal trading 
houses. 

Rates of wages. 

Population. 


Canton, 1901. 


Great decrease in the exports 
of tea. 

Transit trade. 

Transfer of native customs to 
Imperial Maritime customs. 

Returns of imports and ex- 
ports by principal articles dur- 
ing the last four years. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORT. 
A report from the following British Colony has been issued by 
the Colonial Office since the last number of the “ Board of Trade 


Journal,” viz. :— 
No. 355. Gambia. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 
Annual Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with 
Foreign Countries and British Possessions in 1901, compared with 
the four preceding years. Volume II. Abstract and Detailed Tables 


of Trade with each Country and at each Port. [Cd.1,173.] Price, 
4s. 10d. 
See General Notice on p. 234 
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Government Publications. 


LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tut following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
lst January, 1902, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 


No. Place. Price|| No. Place. Price 

EUROPE— 2745 | Samoa ... $4. 

Austria-Hungary: 572 | Higher, Middle and Lower 
2852 | Austria-Hungary ...1901) 14d. of Wiirtemberg ...| 3d. 
2857 | Bohemia | 573 lementary report on 
2762 | Trieste ... Instruction and 
Chemical Industries in 
Bulgaria: Germany Ld. 
2827 | Bulgaria +1901) 24d.|| 574 | Prussian Railways 3d, 
575 | German Iron trade in 1900 
Denmark: 
2829 | Denmark on 3d. Greece 
2788 | Cyclades +1901] 1d. 
France and Colonies: 2800 | Ionian Islands... seeiek | 
2817 | Bordeaux 4d. || 2760 | Morea ... 
2805 | Brest .. » | 1d. || 2775 | Pireeus ... 9p | 
2768 | Calais .. dy » | 23d); 2764 | Thessaly nd 1d, 
2806 | Cherbourg os » | 2d. || 576 | Mineral Resou ees of Greece 103d. 
2784 | Corsica .. 1 
2808 | Dunkirk ate ld. Italy: 
2787 | France .. “2.1900 3d. || 2801 | Elba ... 1900-01} 1d. 
2834 | French Indo-China 1d. || 2820 | Genoa ... 23d. 
2821 | Hamburg we yy | 5d. || 2809 | Leghorn 
2754 | Havre ... | Sd. || 2773 | Lombardy ... yy | 1d. 
2855 | Marseilles... | S744 | Naples ..g cco. LEG 
2765 | Nantes . yy | 1d. || 2838 | Sardinia eee 
2786 | Nice... | 
2823 | Pondicherry and Kari- Netherlands. 
| ld. || 2761 | Amsterdam ... 1d. 
2815 ; Réunion dee » | 1d. 
Portugal and 

German Empire and Colonies: 2799 | Beira ... pee 14d. 
2816 | Baden ... ese +1901) 1d. || 2861 | Chinde ... 9g 
2783 | Bavaria... gy | 2794 | Goa | 
2769 | Chemnitz » | 4d. || 2811 Lourengo. ++-1900} 1d. 
2851 | Frankfort-on-Main ... ,, | 4d. || 2846 | Mozambique .. +1901} 1d. 
2758 | German Colonial Estimates 2746 | Portugal coe 000 L900} 19d, 

for 1902... ees 2812 | Tete... ove +1901} 1d, 
2790 | German Colonies ...1900-01) 2d. ‘ 
2819 | German Hast Africa...1901) 14d. Russia: 
2845 | Germany 2hd.| 2782 | Batoum... --1901| 2d. 
2748 | Estimates of German 2743 | Odessa (Supplement). 1900} 1d, 
pire for 1902 .... 1d. | 2750 | (Agriculture)...1901) 13d. 
2774 | Pomerania __... 1901, 34d.) 2810 Poland and Lithuania ,, | 
2751 | Prussian Estimates for} 2860 St. Petersburg... coe. 
1902- 1d, | 2842 | Taganrog 


| 
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Government Publications. 
No. Place. Price) No. Place. Price 
2756 | Honduras 1899-1900 and 
2757 | Servia 1900, 1901) 1d. 1900-01; 3d. 
AMERICA, SOUTH— 
2856 | Barcelona ; +--1901) 3d. Argentine Republic: 
2780 | Cadiz ... eee 5, | 2d. || 2767 | Buenos Ayres ... +1901} 2d. 
2830 | Canary Islands gy | 2793 
2824 | Malaga... | Brazil: 
2844 | Para... 1901} 4d. 
Sweden: 2814 | Pernambuco os a 
2778 | Stockholm ... ...1901| 23d.) 2859 | Porto Alegre ... y, 
2740 |Sergipe... ...1900} 1d. 
Turkey: 
2785 | Aleppo and Adana _...1901} 2d. 
2836 | Beirut ... 9 | 1§d.|| 2753 uimbo 1900} 1d. 
2831 | Bengazi... 1900-01) 13d. 
2835 | Bussorah ove ---1901) 3d. Colombia: Republic of 
2813 | Constantinople s+ | 23d.) 2747 | Colombia (excepting 
2832 | Damascus ooo gp | Panama) ...1901} 144. 
2792 | Erzeroum ove | 13d. 
2822 | Palestine | Peru: 
2854 | Smyrna.. ote ese yy | 2807 | Peru... ..1901] 23d. 
2766 Trebizond eos 1d. 
578 | Trade and Economic "State Uruguay : 
of Vilayet of Tripoli 2847 | Uruguay 1901| 13d. 
during the past 40 years...| 1d, 
Venezuela : 
AFRICA— 2833 | Caracas... se 1901} 1d. 
577 | Agricultural Prospects 2772 | Ciudad Bolivar » | $4 
the Plateauzx of the Uganda 
Railway .. 1d. ASIA— 
2791 | Dar-al Baida (Morocco) 1901 2d. H 
2818 | Independent State of the 2777 | Amoy ... 1901] 1d, 
ngo ---1901) 1d. || 2862 | Canton... | am 
2742 | Somali Coast Protectorate, 2797 | Chin-kiang » | 1d. 
1900-01} 2d. || 2738 | Foochow we -1900} 1d. 
2787 | Tangier (Morocco) ...1901) 2d. || 2850 +1901} 1d. 
United States of America: 2804 | Ningpo.. ae sop 
2755 | Baltimore 24d.|| 2779 Samshui 1d. 
2759 | Charleston... 5, | 2$d.|| 2741 | Ssumao and Mengtse.. 1900 1d. 
2763 | Chicago | 84d.|| 2839 | Swatow... ..1901| 1d. 
2837 | Hawaii... ... » | 1d. || 2840 | Wuchow : » | 1d. 
2752 | New Orleans ... yy | || 2802 | Wuhu 
2781 | New York _... 
2858 | Oregon, Washington, Japan: 
and Idaho States ... ,, | 3d. | 2789 | Japan a 1901| 2d. 
2798 | Philadelphia ... eee gy | 2d. || 2796 | South Formosa... " 1900-01) 2d. 
2749 | Portland (Maine) ... ,, | 2d. || 2841 | Yokohama ... +1901} 14d. 
2826 | Porto Rico .. 4, | lid. 
2825 | San Francisco... ... 4, | 24d. Korea: 
2770 | Texas... coe 95 | 2849 | Korea ... -1901| 33d. 
Mexico: P : ‘ 
2853 | Vera Cruz on +1901] 13d.|| 2803 | Persian Gulf 23d. 
AMERICA, CENTRAL— PACIFIC ISLANDS— 
2776 | Costa Rica... 1d. || 2848 | Friendly Islands ..-1901| 1d. 
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Government Publications. 


Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since the lst January, 
1902, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. | Price. 


1 Agreement additional to the Postal Convention between the 
United Kingdom and France of 30th August, 1890 <es 4d. 
2 General Index to the Treaty Series, 1897-1901 ‘i ue 3d. 
a Agreement between the United Kingdom and Japan relative 
to China and Corea... oe ove 
4 Treaty between the United Kingdom and Brazil relative to 
the boundary between Brazil and British Guiana... abs 1d. 
5 Convention between the United Kingdom and Persia extend- 
ing the system of telegraphic communication between 
Europe and India through Persia... ose ose 
6 Treaty between the United Kingdom and the United States 
relative to the establishment of a communication by Ship 
Canal between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans ... —... 4d, 
7 Treaty between the United Kingdom and Belgium for th 
mutual surrender of fugitive criminals _... 13d. 
8 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Germany 
relative to the boundary of the British and German 
spheres of interest between Lakes Nyasa and Tanganyika.. 63d. 
9 Agreement relative to the exchange of Money Orders between 
the United Kingdom and Belgium lia ose a 
10 Agreement between the United Kingdom and France respect- 
ing commercial relations between France and Zanzibar ... 4d. 
ll Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 
States extending the period for accession of British Colonies 
\ and Possessions to the Convention of 2nd March, 1899, 
relative to the Disposal of Real and Personal Property ... 3d. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
1st January, 1902, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 
No. Place. Price. 
346 Northern Nigeria ose one eee | 1s. 104, 
347 British Solomon Islands see ose 
348 Lagos oes saa 2d. 
349 British Guiana ev ose 2d. 
350 St. Vincent ... ate ose 2d. 
351 Jamaica ose ose 
352 Cocos Islands... oso | 
Cyprus ove oe oop 3d. 
353 Southern Nigeria ave | gd. 
355 Gambia ove ade iss 2d. 


=| 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board 
of Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increas- 
_ ing demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, 
so far as it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish 
this new branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recom- 
mendations contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee com- 
posed not only of representatives of the various Government Departments 
concerned, but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, 
which was appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was re- 
quested to consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and 
of disseminating among those interested prompt and accurate information 
= commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, 
and the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become 
a centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, 
it is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may 
be addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, S.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
(under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who 
recently acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into 
the condition and prospects of British trade in certain South American 
countries. The “Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application 
being made to it, to supply information with regard to the following sub- 
jects, viz.:—Commercial Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and 
Colonial Tariffs; Excise and “ Consumption” duties ; Port, Harbour, and 
Tonnage dues, and other charges on Shipping; Customs Kegulations ; 
Consular Fees; Forms of Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning 
Commercial Travellers; Trading Licenses; Foreign and Colonial Con- 
tracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties; Lists of Firms 
abroad engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, Sc., Sc. 
An inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general in- 
formation is conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, -up to the close 
of 1899, was issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly 
at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary — C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 
’s office for the sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 


Spotti 
London, E.C., price 23d. 
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